
 
 

Read the letter below and then respond to GAHS Pre-Course Assignment Receipt 2020 Google Form by 
Friday, June 5, 2020 to confirm you understand your AP Lang. responsibilities.  

➔ Google Form Link: https://tinyurl.com/yacxqrxl  
 

Dear Future AP Lang Student,  

You have indicated that you wish to be part of an AP English Language and Composition class for the 
2020-2021 school year. Congratulations on choosing to make this investment in yourself as a learner, thinker, and writer. 
You have chosen a rigorous course, but you will benefit from it if you invest along the way. 

At its core, AP Lang. is a class that focuses on nonfiction and rhetorical analysis, rather than fiction and 
literary analysis, which have been the focus of your previous English classes. As a result, I recommend approaching AP 
Lang. as an entirely new area of English studies. Consider the circuitous relationship between Biology and Chemistry: 
each has its own principles, terminology, and academic processes, and although both are science classes, these courses 
are still different subjects. Similarly, rhetoric is its own subject within the study of English. Since AP Lang. will compel 
you to approach English differently than in past courses, it is essential that you get a basic handle on rhetoric.  

This course is designed to prepare you to take the Advanced Placement English Language and Composition 
exam next spring. In terms of course content, AP Lang. is primarily a writing course that involves numerous formal and 
informal writing assignments. However, perhaps even more importantly, AP Lang. is a course that demands unique, 
critical thought on everything from photography to the ethics of eating lobster. One of the best things you can do to 
prepare for AP Lang. is to think about your experience as a human being and about the prominent issues of your culture, 
time, and place. As such, writing and thinking will dominate our course of study, next spring. The course is organized 
through several important elements of composition—author, audience, style, and framing—in connection with 
evaluative frameworks that motivate argument, including analysis of practical, ethical, aesthetic, and voice.  

As an introduction to rhetoric, attached is a list of required and suggested texts and assignments to prepare you 
for AP Lang. Read the instructions carefully and soon. Ideally, you should make sure you understand the assignment 
expectations before the end of the 2020-2021 school year. Visit Ms. Ridinger on Zoom with questions or send an 
email to kridinger@gasd-pa.org. A Zoom info session will be held for you on Friday, June 5 at 10am and 2pm.  

Zoom link: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83631381154?pwd=a3dMb3NiREptbElCUStnVGVKMmQxUT09 

Password: 
B217 

 

The pre-course assignment is NOT due on the first day of the 2020-2021 school year. It is recommended that you 
complete the required reading over the summer, and then submit assignments on this schedule:  

● Article annotations and précis #1 = DUE Wednesday, September 30, 2020 
● Article annotations and précis #2 = DUE Friday, October 30, 2020 
● Article annotations and précis #3 = DUE Monday November 30, 2020 

After each due date, Ms. Ridinger will provide feedback, and you will revise your pre-course assignment for increased 
credit. If you miss these deadlines, you waive your opportunity for feedback on that article and précis. This structure is 
intended to prepare you to begin the course well in January.  

● The final pre-course assignment, including three revised article annotations and three rhetorical 
précis will be DUE on Friday, December 18, 2020. This will count as your first grade in AP 
Lang.  

Submit all assignments to the folder with your name in the AP Lang Submission folder at 
https://tinyurl.com/y8ydalpz by each deadline—not the first day of the spring semester. Failure to submit your 
assignments by Friday, December 18, 2020 will result in an automatic 50% penalty to your initial course grades. New and 
used copies of the assigned and recommended texts are available online at www.amazon.com and most can also be 

https://tinyurl.com/yacxqrxl
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attained through the Adams County Library. Ms. Ridinger also has several spare copies donated by previous students. 
Email kridinger@gasd-pa.org if you are interested in borrowing these copies. They are limited, so first come, first serve. 

The next two pages describe the assignment in detail. For additional help or clarification, email Ms. 
Ridinger at kridinger@gasd-pa.org you can visit this folder on Google Drive: https://tinyurl.com/y27ucfta. 
This folder includes a rubric for both parts of the pre-course assignment as well as annotation directions and a 
sample annotated article.  

If you have any questions, please email Ms. Ridinger directly at the address below. Enjoy your summer, add 
the deadlines to your Google Calendar, and take advantage of this time to read and think in preparation for AP Lang.  
 

Sincerely, 
 

Ms. Ridinger kridinger@gasd-pa.org  
 

AP English Language and Composition  
Summer Assignment: 2020-2021 

FINAL PRE- COURSE ASSIGNMENT DUE: Friday, December 18, 2020.  

 
 

REQUIRED 
READING 

 

1. Words Like Loaded Pistols: Rhetoric from Aristotle to Obama by Sam Leith, IBSN: 
0465096190 (nonfiction) *required  
➔ Available through Amazon, Adams County Library, and several copies 

through Ms. Ridinger’s classroom library 
2. All articles from your selected columnist from June to August 2020 (see below) 

*required  
➔ Available for free online 

 
 

RECOMMENDED 
READING 

As AP English Language and Composition is predominantly a writing course, it is 
recommended that you read at least one of the following books on writing:  
➔ Performing Prose: The Study and Practice of Style in Composition by Chris Holcomb 

and M. Jimmie Killingsworth, IBSN: 978-0809329533  
➔ Thank You For Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer Simpson Can Teach Us 

About the Art of Persuasion by Jay Heinrichs, IBSN: 9780804189934  

 
 
 

RECOMMENDED 
LISTENING 

You should also learn about a variety of subjects and current issues (of your choice). Although 
many quality podcasts are accessible for free through apps like Stitcher, these would be 
especially useful for AP Lang.:  
• In This American Life, Ira Glass compiles diverse stories related to specific themes.  
• Hidden Brain is an NPR podcast in which host, Shankar Vedantam, uses science and 
storytelling to reveal the unconscious patterns that drive human behavior.  
• Scene on Radio comes from Duke University and covers current social issues through a 
researched, historical lens. 
Revisionist History is Malcolm Gladwell’s journey through the overlooked and 
misunderstood.  
• In Philosophize This, Stephen West delivers a philosophy overview from ancient Greece to 
the present.  
• Serial focuses on issues of the criminal justice system represented through a single story.  

YOUR ASSIGNMENT:  
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1. Read Words Like Loaded Pistols: Rhetoric from Aristotle to Obama by Sam Leith. As you read, take 

notes; this work will be crucial in January, several months later. There will be a test on the material in the 
book early in the semester. You are expected to remember and understand the contents of the book. 
The material will not be reviewed in class.  

2. Adopt a columnist for the summer to acquaint yourself with the world of nonfiction and rhetorical  
analysis. Choose one of the major editorial columnists on the following list. (C indicates conservative- 
leaning; L indicates liberal-leaning):  

 
Charles Blow (New York Times, L)  
David Brooks (New York Times, C)  
Frank Bruni (New York Times, L)  
Gail Collins (New York Times, L)  
E.J. Dionne Jr. (Washington Post, L)  
Maureen Dowd (New York Times, L)  
Christine Emba (Washington Post, L)  
Thomas Friedman (New York Times, L)  
David Frum (The Atlantic, C)  
Nicholas Kristof (New York Times, L)  

Paul Krugman (New York Times, L)  
Ruth Marcus (Washington Post, L)  
Andrew McCarthy (Washington Post, C)  
Dana Milbank (Washington Post, L)  
Peggy Noonan (Wall Street Journal, C)  
Kathleen Parker (Washington Post, C)  
Ben Shapiro (National Review, C)  
George Will (Washington Post, C)  
Jonah Goldberg (National Review, C)  
Fareed Zakaria (Washington Post, C)  

 
➔ Read every article this columnist writes this summer, and there will be an assignment that tests your 

understanding of this columnist’s style in the beginning of the course.  
➔ Once you’ve read all of your author’s articles, print (or organize a virtual copy) and annotate THREE 

articles of your choice (ones where you actually see things to analyze) 
➔ Write a rhetorical précis (prey-see) and clearly identify three of the rhetorical strategies discussed in Words 

Like Loaded Pistols that appear in each of the three articles you selected. Focus on the terms listed on the 
WLLP Test Study Guide included in the Summer Assignment Google folder: 
https://tinyurl.com/y27ucfta. On the next page, you will find précis directions.  

 
PRE-COURSE ASSIGNMENT TIMELINE: 
 
It is recommended that you complete the required reading over the summer, and then submit assignments on this 
schedule:  

● Article annotations and précis #1 = DUE Wednesday, September 30, 2020 
● Article annotations and précis #2 = DUE Friday, October 30, 2020 
● Article annotations and précis #3 = DUE Monday 30, 2020 
● The final pre-course assignment, including three revised article annotations and three rhetorical 

précis will be DUE on Friday, December 18, 2020. This will count as your first grade in AP 
Lang.  

 

 
 
 
 
RESOURCES:  

https://tinyurl.com/y27ucfta


 
 

 
Though you are welcomed and encouraged to contact Ms. Ridinger with any questions about the summer 
assignment, there are also several helpful resources in the AP English Language “Summer Assignment 
Folder” at https://tinyurl.com/y27ucfta on Google Drive. There, you will find:  

➔ Notes on Annotation and Evaluation: https://tinyurl.com/yabcs4bk  
➔ How to Write a Rhetorical Précis: https://tinyurl.com/ybnxogd9  
➔ Understanding an Author’s Purpose: https://tinyurl.com/ydf884hv  
➔ Sample Annotations #1 (Summary vs. Analysis): https://tinyurl.com/ycwbufsw  
➔ Sample Annotations #2: https://tinyurl.com/yafakxva  
➔ Words Like Loaded Pistols Test Study Guide: https://tinyurl.com/yayzbogg  
➔ Summer Assignment Rubric: https://tinyurl.com/ycla6fww   

 
Keep in mind, these assignments are designed to help you prepare for an amazing learning experience! Ms. 
Ridinger is willing to help you complete them successfully in any way she can. It is your job to communicate 
if you would benefit from further assistance, clarification, or just discussion about assignments. The 
extended fall deadlines are designed to give you more opportunities to ask for help if needed. 
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